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Meeting: 3201 Sylvan Ave, Modesto, CA 95355

Mailing: 913 Floyd Ave, Modesto, CA 95350 

July 11, 2010
You Are Special
Our self-worth is not based on what we do, but on how much God loves us.  

Story Time – 10min

· Key Verse: 2 Cor 5:17
· Read Story – “You Are Special” by Max Lucado

· Dismiss kids at the end

*Self Worth – 15min
· *Do the dots stick to you?  Do the stars?  Do you go around giving stars and dots to others?  Why are we in this game?

· *When we don’t have self-worth – INSECURITY & FEAR 

· Over defensive – can’t look inside (I’m a good person!)
· Easily angered
· Seek approval from people – people pleasing
· Seek affection from people

· Afraid to adventure, to speak up, to speak out

· These are not problems that SOME people struggle with – we ALL struggle with this.  God knows this – is calling to us!
Story – “Blind Date”

 
Since I was a little shy when I was in high school, I didn’t ask many girls out on dates. So my friend came up to me one day and said, “Hey, I’ve lined you up with a great date for Saturday night. It’s all set.”  “Who is it?” I asked. It turned out to be his cousin Doris. I had never met her. In fact, I had never met any girl named Doris. “Oh, no,” I said, “I’m not going on a blind date.”  “Hey, don’t worry about this one,” my friend said. “Doris is a terrific girl. And trust me—she’s a real looker. But if you don’t believe me, I’ll tell you how to get out of the date if you don’t like the way she looks. This is what I do: I go to a girl’s front door to pick her up, and when she opens the door, I check her out. If I like what I see, then great, we’re all set. But if she’s ugly, I fake an asthma attack. I go ‘Aaahhhhgggggg!’ (Hold your throat like you’re having trouble breathing.) The girl asks, ‘What’s wrong?’ And I say, ‘It’s my asthma.’ And so we have to call off the date. Just like that. No problem.”  “Well, I don’t know...but okay, it sounds easy enough. I’ll do it,” I said.

So I went to pick up Doris. I knocked on the door, and she came to the front door. I took a look at her, and to my surprise, my friend was right. She was beautiful! I stood there not knowing exactly what to say.  She took one look at me and went, “Aaahhhhgggggg!”

We have all been rejected in some way – but God does not reject us.  If we have Him in our hearts we are His dearly loved children.  God accepts us the way we are and thinks we are beautiful.  Be strong and confident in His love!

· *When we have self-worth from God – SECURITY & PEACE

· “Worth” – a powerful concept.  Not the “price tag” – it is how much someone is willing to pay.  JESUS DIED FOR YOU.

· *We can self inspect – knowing we are loved and forgiven.  The old life has gone!
· This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!  2 Cor 5:17  (p.884)
· *We seek the approval of God alone, while not wanting to offend others (we love them).  Our actions don’t give us worth, but when we have our identity in Him, our actions live that out (worthy).  ADVENTURE!  Make a difference!
· Women-marriage-seeking attention/romance – analogy. 

· Cf. 2 Cor 5:12-13

· Obviously, I’m not trying to win the approval of people, but of God. If pleasing people were my goal, I would not be Christ’s servant.  Gal 1:10

· *We build others up – giving affection and encouragement – don’t need others to have worth – we seek to show others their worth in Christ (serving).  Living for ourselves (selfishly) actually HURTS our self-worth!
· He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them.  2 Cor 5:15

· *We accept God’s forgiveness in Christ (and forgive others) – we HAVE messed up, but it IS forgiven.

· For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation.  2 Cor 5:19

· *We see ourselves the way God sees us – not perfect, but forgiven, and loved, and worth so much.

· A dearly loved child of God.
· Stop comparing yourself to others.  “Comparison is the root of all inferiority” Charles Swindol.

· HOW???  SPEND TIME with Dad in heaven – soak up His love for you!

· TICKET ANALOGY (if time).

Punch – 5min
· Re-read the end of the story – p.25-31.

· Your self-worth is not based on what you do, but on how much God loves you!



























“To transform religious and irreligious people into Fully Devoted Followers of Christ.”


