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Meeting: 3201 Sylvan Ave, Modesto, CA 95355

Mailing: 913 Floyd Ave, Modesto, CA 95350 

June 27, 2010
John 17: A Trinity Prayer
Jesus and the Father and the Holy Spirit are in a perfect relationship (Trinity), and experiencing that unifying love can change our relationships for the better.

Vision Check In
· Highlights of where we’ve been

· Summer and our Birthday

· Remembering our Call – why we are doing this – FDFC, the TREE

Hook – 2min
· Turkey Bowl – kid loved Jesus, but not Trinity.  What?

· Jesus is “Lord”, but not God – what?

· Trinity – means God is ONE, but in three persons – Father, Son, Holy Spirit

· What do you think about the “Trinity”?

· Most of us don’t!  - too confusing!

· Today – theology – and why it is important and what difference it can make

*Trinity Basics – 3min

1. There is ONE God (Deut 6:4-6; 1 Cor 8:4; 1 Tim 2:5)
2. Jesus claimed to be God  (Matt 28:18 worshipped; John 8:58; 10:30)
3. Jesus is not the Father – prayed to Him (John 17:1)
4. Jesus and the Father are not the Spirit

· Baptism  (Mark 1:10)
· Baptism formula by Jesus  (Matt 28:19-20)
5. Jesus and the Father (and the Spirit) are ONE – John 10:30

Trying to Define the Undefinable – 5min
· Confused yet?  So were the earliest Christians!
· Good idea that it is divine – it is hard for us to understand – like quantum physics or quarks

· *“Trinity” a word made by a theologian in the 2nd century to explain the Biblical truth (word is not in the Bible, the truth IS).  
· *God is ONE being and three persons – so close that they are one.  (St. Pat’s prayer)
· Examples – 
· Apple (core, seeds, skin) – but not “parts”

· *Water – Liquid, Gas, Solid – never changes atomically.  Imagine God is the SAME atoms in ALL 3 states simultaneously.  
· *Classic Diagram, Apostle’s Creed, Our FRUIT!
· Point – good to try to understand, but not necessary.  Will you believe it even if you don’t understand.  
· Creation – do you know HOW God had enough power to create?  NO.  But is it totally important that you believe THAT God created?  YES
A Trinity Prayer – 10min

· *John 17:1-5 – Prayer for Himself: Glorify

· Praying for His glory – would be vain if He was not God!
· Insights into the relationship – Jesus the path to life, life is knowing God, Jesus follows the will of the Father (their will is ONE), Jesus has work to do, authority, GLORY
· *John 17.6-19: Prayer for His Disciples: Protect and Sanctify

· *V.11 – UNITED – our unity is to be as close as the Trinity!  Whoa!  – not just kinda-sorta or touchy-feely.
· Christian unity is a theological statement we make to the world – we are one because God is one.

· *vv.15-17 – call to be holy in the truth – and IN the world – we don’t run away

· We are made to follow the pattern of God Himself

· John 17:20-26: Trinity Unity
· One as ONE, in them, in me, in us

· *Jesus lives in YOU if you invite Him in – He is fully God

· *You are fully human – goal is to unite with Him, let your WILL unite with His

· Glory

· Be with me

· Jesus is in Heaven, fully God – you are in Him, you experience the love of the Trinity – goal of human existence – to experience this ALL powerful love

· *Why we invite – we have experience this love, we live this love in community, we want others to know this love.

So What? – 10min
· All of theology needs to come to this point – so here we are!  God exists in relationship!!!
1. *Self Identity, Time, and Goals

· Galatians 2:20 – I no longer live but Christ lives in me.  Let Jesus live!  Let His will guide you; get to the point where you want what He wants.

· Let your highest goal to be to get closer to God – books, retreats, money, time – NOTHING else in your life is worth more than God.  Think in terms of eternity.

2. *Marriage and Dating
· Important to be with Christians?  Hope you can see yes!  Supposed to connect you in a way that models the unity of the Trinity (“one” in Hebrew).

· God is in the center.
· Roles – even in the Trinity, full equality, there are roles – Jesus submits to the Father, Spirit submits to them both; Father is glorified and glorifies.  We need to learn from these roles – submission from love and honor and equality.

3. *Friendship and Fellowship

· Friendship is powerful – we need to pass on God’s love, even to those who don’t know Jesus.
· Fellowship should be deeper on an eternal scale – we are united in Christ.

· Unity is SO important.

4. *Work

· Roles again – learn how to submit well.

· Glorify God in what you do – Jesus didn’t need to go around telling everyone He was God – it was much more about what He did.  Let your work speak to your faith.  There should be no such thing as a lazy Christian.

5. *Evangelism and Mission
· The first evangelism – Creation of humans – invited into the Trinity.  We were made to be one with God.
· Jesus died so we could come back – united with Him – He in us and us in Him, in the Trinity.

· We invite so others can be in Him and He in them – not so they can come to church!

· MISSION – this is my Father’s world – we work for justice to bring the truth – this is His world, not ours; we serve Him; we want things the way they should be – we don’t duck out, we fight on for the Kingdom – what Jesus was all about.
Punch – My hero Athanasius

· Earliest Christians – persecuted because of their faith; First Christian emperor, Constantine AD300.  Then major theological controversy – threatened to split the Empire and the Church.  Called Arianism.  Hard to define at first – very slippery.  Saying that Jesus was not “God”, but “Lord”; that he was not “unbegotten” but “only-begotten” – sounded good because they were using biblical language.  But a young deacon named Athanasius saw through it – wrote a masterpiece called On the Incarnation when he was 18!  Council of Nicea called – Arians exposed – they were teaching that Jesus was created; God-ish – and that Christians were worshipping a created being.  NO!  Athanasius became bishop and spent the next 50 years fighting and writing to keep the true faith alive, and the Church unified.  He was banished at least 5 times, often under threat of death from the Emperors (some of whom were Arians).  But in the end the truth won out – and he worked until his death writing and strengthening the Church – working to keep UNITY and TRUTH.

· That’s an amazing life!  What we believe matters – it can change everything if we let it.  So let it!



























“To transform religious and irreligious people into Fully Devoted Followers of Christ.”


