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Meeting: 3201 Sylvan Ave, Modesto, CA 95355

Mailing: 913 Floyd Ave, Modesto, CA 95350 

June 20, 2010
Conflicted: Further in Forgiveness
Forgive others (and yourself) the way God has forgiven.
Hook – 3min
· Me at Camp – I had known about God’s forgiveness my whole life – but for the FIRST time I realized that Jesus died for ME, for what I had done – huge turning point in my life.
· God’s perfect forgiveness – does not remember sins, fresh start, new chances, trusts us, east from west, suffered for us, guides us, loves us

Review – Conflicted Series  (3min)
· Conflict is normal and natural – learn how to deal with conflict well

· Don’t look down on people – go after them, learn to listen well.

· Pattern – go privately, then with another to help, then to church leadership, then treat with love and distance.

· Why this series?  Foundation for our church – healthy relationships – true fellowship – people drawn in by how we deal with life and problems – how our love for Jesus comes alive.

Matt 18:21-35  (14min)
· 77 times – unlimited.  Rabbi debate; Peter being gracious! 

· Millions – way more than millions!  HUGE exaggeration going on here – hearers would be smiling.

· Hard to know the amount – wages changed.  

· Josephus – total taxes gathered in 4BC from entire AREA of Judea, Samaria and Idumea was 600 talents!

· Constant – denarius = one day’s wage.  Talent = 6,000 drachmas/denarii (at another time 10,000).  

· *Put into today’s terms, at minimum wage the debt would be $2.7 trillion.

· Not uncommon for person to be thrown in jail – relatives, property sold – to pay back debt
· “Repay it” – could never happen!
· *“Had pity and forgave” – NEVER happened with ancient kings – RIDICULOUS mercy!

· Thousand = 100 denarii = 100 days wages
· *Point 1 – v.33 – shouldn’t you have had mercy as the king had mercy?  (Forgive as You Have Been Forgiven)
· Silver vs Golden Rule – we live the Copper Rule – I will treat you the way you treat me

· *The Law of Christ – love others the way JESUS has loved me

· True Fellowship – where this comes alive – changes everything!
· This is what church can be like IF we constantly remember his forgiveness for us

· Point 2 – v.35 – will God not forgive us?  

· YES – it is right there!  But go deeper – why?

· Failure to forgive shows you have not understood your OWN forgiveness – you have lost perspective and gratitude.  This puts your salvation in danger.
· *Heart – Those forgiven must forgive – or our hearts turn incapable of receiving true forgiveness – it was just selfish – just for me to assuage my guilt – not so that I could change.
· *Unforgiveness is a SIN so damaging that it can harden the heart so hard that one does not even want to be forgiven for it.

Further in Forgiveness  (10min)

· *Our Call – to be fully devoted followers of Jesus.  Not perfect, but following.  Spread the love of Christ – forgave His friends for abandoning Him, Peter for denying Him, and even those who murdered Him, while He was on the Cross.
1. *Focus on Jesus.
· We need Jesus SO much more than we think.  Focus on Him, His love for you, His forgiveness for you, His plan for your life, your heart.
· NOWHERE else can we find this PERFECT love

· We NEED this love to survive – we can’t find it from others.

· God’s plan is for this love to LIVE in us – we can’t do it without Him in us, too.

· Graphic – Jesus is in the midst of our conflict – offering true peace.
· Having trouble forgiving others? – focus on JESUS, not the other person.
· Unforgiveness is a weight that YOU carry; a sin that corrodes your soul.

· Let it go – give it to Jesus.

· Not having trouble forgiving others? – focus on Jesus!  Don’t fall in your pride.
· This works!  Story – ME – so angry, peace in Christ.

2. *Forgive yourself.
· Good Will Hunting Clip – “It’s Not Your Fault” – set up clip

· Hurt people hurt people – come to Jesus – lay it ALL at the Cross
· We carry the burden of what others have done against us – it must be my fault.  NO – give it to Jesus.

· When others do not forgive you – Jesus still will – gives you peace, hope that the relationship might get better without your bitterness.
3. *Authentically forgive others from the heart.
· When you focus on Jesus and the Cross and His love for you and in you, and when you have forgiven yourself – accepted His perfect love for you – then forgiving others flows out, no matter how hard.

· JH kid – dad murdered – forgive him?

· *Forgiveness – about not carrying around the burden
· Reconciliation – about healing the relationship
· 77 times – does not mean we keep letting people walk on us; it means we are always willing for the relationship to have trust again, if possible.
· Repentance – 
· *God forgave you BEFORE you repented, before you changed, before you even realized how wrong you were.  Do the same.

· Sacrifice for the sake of forgiveness – like Jesus.  

· Conflict is normal and natural among fallen people – and so forgiveness should be a regular part of our lives, too – a gift from God.

Punch (5min)

· On the back of your card – names of those who need your forgiveness, including you.

· Let this be part of your offering to Jesus – let it go.

· Let His forgiveness transform your hard heart – let it go.




























“To transform religious and irreligious people into Fully Devoted Followers of Christ.”


