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Meeting: 3201 Sylvan Ave, Modesto, CA 95355

Mailing: 913 Floyd Ave, Modesto, CA 95350 

June 13, 2010
Conflicted: Lost Sheep and Little Birdies
Deal with conflict – speaking the truth in love, serving others, and trusting God to meet your needs.
Hook – 5min
· 5 Love Languages: Words of Affirmation, Quality Time, Receiving Gifts, Acts of Service, Physical Touch.
· Story: Erik and camp

· Love is powerful!  Learn about it, and learn how to deal with conflict well.

· Review last week – conflict ok, how we deal with it; conflict styles, Matt 18 – take pride out of conflict, add hospitality and holiness in.
*Matt 18:10-14 – Lost Sheep  (7min)
· *Point – story – point.  Great story – but do I get the point?   Don’t look down on people?  Which people?  Those who WANDER – go after them!

· Doesn’t happen very often – but it should for those who follow Jesus.
· *DEAL with conflict!  Don’t avoid it – talk to the person one-on-one.

· We are SO afraid of conflict we never deal with it.  Conflict is not bad!

· Marybeth -  “sucks” – not emotional, just facts – so great!

· *What if the sheep does not want to come home?

· Christians live with broken hearts – “blessed are you who mourn.”  We are full of God’s love; we grieve for the lost.

· We do not redefine the truth, though.

· Unconditional love – we pass this on – to our families, our kids, our friends, even our co-workers.
· Kurt – JH movie (PG13) – he was frustrated, had already talked to me about this.  But he let me explain myself first – didn’t come in accusing; came in caring for me as a future pastor.

Real Love  (10min)
· Love is spelled TIME
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*List your 3-5 most important relationships.  What is your plan to grow them stronger?  (Don’t just “let it happen.”) Think back to 5 Love Languages.  Trips, experiences, books, time scheduled daily.
· *Learning to Listen
· We have to communicate our intentions and desires.  
· Learn to be a GREAT listener!!!  (to more than just words). 
· EVERYONE needs to be listened to.  I have a lot to learn in this area.  
· Serving others = better relationships  (Son of Man came to serve).
· My needs?  Trust in God.  Focus on God – only one who can meet your deepest needs (others fit in for other needs, too)

· God shaped hole – don’t try to force people to fill it.  Only God can!!!

· Let people fill the parts of your heart they were made for.

· As you meet the needs of others, they tend to want to meet your needs, too.  Communicate what you need.

· Hurt?  Lonely?  God CAN fill those parts, too.

*Matt 18:15-20 – Don’t Be a Little Birdie  (10min)
· *What do we do once we find the lost sheep?

· Different ways we find in our lives: guilt, harsh, ignore, gossip, pray for them (but not talk to them)

· Jesus has a different way.  (Specifically for Christians, but also can help with others.)

· *PRIVATELY – means NO Gossip!  Not even for prayer.  
· MN – huge fight at overnighter – got all the parties to sit down, fight fizzled with lack of gossip

· STOP people when they try to tell you about others!
· Jim B – would not listen to gossip!  Even when I was trying to “vent”.  And he did it so nicely.

· Gossip can KILL a church.

· How can you know if YOU are Gossiping?  True, Kind, Necessary?

· *Taking others – to win them back over issues of wrong (not preferences) – NOT to prove you are right.
· *To church leadership – we seldom do this, but it is important – this needs to be a place where sinners can come – and authentically change.
· *Tax collectors or pagans – how to treat them?  With LOVE (and guard up).
· How then will my relationship needs be met?  If all else fails, from Jesus.

· (Binding and Loosing – not us telling heaven what to do – us praying and delivering on earth the verdict of heaven.)

· Commit to it – Jesus’ way is harder, stronger, better.

· WILL YOU???

Punch – 3min
· Girl in HS group, wandered from God, was a leader.  Eventually came back, asked us if we knew, we said prob yes, but not sure.  How could none of you say anything?  Went home that night – I made the commitment that I would not be silent any more.
· Deal with conflict – speaking the truth in love, serving others, and trusting God to meet your needs.
Life of the Church  (5min)

· CARD, check box, Life Groups, Invite someone!

· Yosemite – update
· Love Modesto



























“To transform religious and irreligious people into Fully Devoted Followers of Christ.”


