[image: image1.jpg]! |
covenantgreve )i

CCCCCC

WWW.COoveNantgrove.org






Meeting: 3201 Sylvan Ave, Modesto, CA 95355

Mailing: 913 Floyd Ave, Modesto, CA 95350 
May 16, 2010

Roots: 7 Key Commitments
Impact
Follow Jesus in gratitude, serving and making a difference with those who are hurting, lost and in need.
Open – 6min
· God sightings – God is moving!

· Update on church – started weekly in March (11 services + 4 preview) – since March over 70 new people call Covenant Grove their church home – whoa!  Don’t slow down!!!
· *One simple goal – FDFC – us and others
· This series: Roots
· *FDFC = DFM.  We grow in 3 loves by making these 7 commitments.

· As we make these together we make the DNA of our church – and get ready to reach many more for Jesus.
*Luke 17:11-19 – 20min
· One of my favorite stories
· Jerusalem – Jesus on His way to the Cross (cf. 9:51)
· Galilee and Samaria, Luke and outcasts, lepers – grouped together

· Lepers – can cover all types of skin disease, as well as Hansens (leprosy)

· Grouped together, stood at a distance (later came to Jesus’ feet)
· Jesus gave more than mercy, took faith to turn and go
· Priests – way of being socially cleansed (cf. Lev 14)
· *Healing a big part of Jesus’ ministry  (But not the biggest part of Jesus’ ministry – discipleship, on His way to Jerusalem to die – helping others rarely comes at convenient time!)

· Of the 35 miracles recorded in Gospels, 26 of them are healings, raising from dead or exorcisms – all about helping people.
· God’s heart – in the Torah (widows, orphans), Psalms (close to the broken hearted), prophets a ton!  

· Church continued the ministry of Christ – generosity in community (Acts 2, 5), supporting the poor, healing.  History – helping communities, hospitals, orphanages, and more.

· *As Christians we serve outside the church – as a way of following Jesus, continuing His ministry, living His way – compassion. 

· Jesus healed all 10 – no matter if they came back or not.  No strings attached – I serve you not if you are a Christian; I serve you because I am a Christian.  (serve all, esp the family of God).  But we still serve with words, and in the name of Christ!
· One man came back – thanking and praising God

· Seeing more than just my life – but responding in gratitude to the One who saved my life

· Faith has saved you – not just about the healing – it is about Jesus.

· A greater healing – salvation – coming to Christ.

· *We are the ones who have been healed – we GO out of gratitude – pointing people to Christ.

· A big difference – not just “doing good”.  

The Key Commitment – Impact – 5min
· *Making a commitment to regularly serve outside of church – to help and bring people to Christ.

· YG in Mexico problems, Habitat now.
· *Mission – Jesus + serving, why we don’t separate those

· You might already be doing a lot – yay!  May be part of your job.  Keep it Mission.

· Serving with Youth in soup kitchens (Chicago trip) – always wanted to be able to talk to people – as a way of sharing the love of Jesus.

· *Mission – to lost, needy and hurting.
· To poorest, and other countries, and third world?  Yes, yes, yes.

· Article in CT (Feb 2010), “Hunger Can Be Conquered”, book Enough, by Roger Thurow – about food aid, hardships of farming, how Africa could end up being the greatest food supplier to the world, and how food production will need to double by 2050.

· We will do missions – yes!

· AND – we will serve the needs of our area – hurting families, stressed time, emptiness and shallowness from schedules, materialism and consumerism.

Impact Steps – 5min
· Already checked off?  Yay!  Keep at it!  Think globally.

1. *Make a difference in our area.  

· Love Modesto – June 26, 9am-12:30pm – easy way of getting involved.  Try to do regular, not just one time – 

· Better than just giving money to person on street occasionally – help make the systems better.

· Address the needs in our area with the gifts God has given you.

2. *Pray for Missionaries – prayer calendar (me and kids) – helps geography, too!

· Consider taking a mission trip at one point in your life.  Maybe even visit one of these missionaries.  

3. *Think globally, consume less, be generous more – we are the lepers who have been saved.

DFM – do all 3, we DO have enough time for these – don’t make them foreign or weird, but natural part of life.


Reading Bible and praying daily (or more!), In a Life Group, Generous with our money and resources, In Church weekly for corporate worship, Serving outside the church once a month or more (taking a mission trip occasionally), Telling other people about our joy in Jesus, Using our Gifts to serve in the church.  
Life Groups






Icebreaker – What comes to your mind when you think about “mission work”?
Questions and Study
1. Read Luke 4:38-44.  What did you notice about “mission” stuff?
2. Why did Jesus spend so much time healing people?  What does this mean for us?
3. Why are verses 42-43 important?
4. If you had to serve outside the church once a month, where would it be?  How could you make sure you are serving in the name of Jesus?
5. How can you keep your heart soft to help others?

Sunday Worship
8:00
Setup
9:40
Prayer

9:45
Opening Loop, music, Greet people like Heroes!!!
10:00
Countdown

10:03
Worship – 
Greet the church

Mini worship teaching

You Are Holy

I Will Not Forget You

Reign in Us

Selah

Psalm 116:1-2, 5-7

I Love You Lord

Psalm 116:12-14

closing prayer

10:30
Prayer


Greet each other

Kids through 5th grade dismissed

10:35
Life of the Church  (5min)
· CARD, check box, Life Groups, Invite someone!
· Little events – Green on the Stream, Grad Party, Baccalaureate
· Yosemite

· VBS @ MCC

10:40
Sermon – Roots: Impact
11:15
Offering/Cards
Offering/Closing Worship – Arms Open Wide
11:20
Benediction




























“To transform religious and irreligious people into Fully Devoted Followers of Christ.”


