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Meeting: 3201 Sylvan Ave, Modesto, CA 95355

Mailing: 913 Floyd Ave, Modesto, CA 95350 
May 9, 2010

Roots: 7 Key Commitments
Gifts
God has gifted you!  Use your gifts to grow God’s people closer to Christ.
Hook – 5min 

· 40 Days of Purpose at a church – Hannah in Bible study
· Instead of talking about the joy of serving – they spent the whole time talking about why they didn’t need to serve!

· In many churches 20% of the people do 80% of the work

· In our church – right from the beginning – EVERYONE picked a place to serve!

Review of Series – DFM   (5min)
· *All three of the last 3 weeks about giving – following Jesus, open your heart, make a difference
· This is part of Fellowship – Acts 2:42-47
· Why we don’t just lump all “serving” in together – serving in the church and outside, my story and God’s call for me

Don’t Just Sit There…  (5min)
· *Jesus called and trained His disciples – they did the same for the next generations
· *Then He left – Acts 1:8-11 – receive power from the HS
· They stood there watching!  No – go to work!

· At CovGrove –

· *Jump on in!  Setup, Ushers, Welcome, Worship, Children, Youth, College/Career, Life Groups

· *1 year – keeps everyone fresh, in prayer, encouraged 

· One ministry only – gets more people involved, avoids burnout

· Gregg and Jane – quit after first year – why?  I am not doing anything – I just sit around with kids as you do all the work.  Ouch!  But it was true.  They wanted to make a difference – and I wasn’t letting them.  I apologized, and changed the way I did ministry.  
You Got Gifts  (5min)
· *Romans 12:6-8 – *body, *use your gifts  (cf. 1 Cor 12, 14 – body, gifts; ch 13 in the middle!)

· SHAPE – yes, but you learn your gifts by using them!

· Andy Mershon – why are you choosing me?  Fell in love with the students, did great things, made a huge difference, got more connected in the church, and met his wife!
Follow the Followers Following the Leader  (5min)
· *1 Tim 3:8-13 – requirements for elders and deacons

· Elder – what you should expect out of me

· Deacon – what we expect out of each other as we serve each other

· Requirements at Covenant Grove, and why – 
· A personal commitment to Christ – authentically growing in your relationship with Him.   

· Growing in Discipleship (loving God), Fellowship (loving God’s family) and Mission (loving the lost, needy and hurting).

· Making a commitment to living out the key GROWING commitments of Covenant Grove:  God’s Word, Relationships (Life Groups), Offering, Worship, Impact (serving outside of church), New Life (sharing Jesus), and Gifts.

· A willingness to share God’s love and your faith with those you are serving.

· A biblical model of Christian behavior in your actions, speech, faith, and attitude.

· Participation and enthusiasm in supporting the mission, staff and programs of the church.

· It’s not about your past – its about your future in Christ

· Elizabeth – just coming to church, looking to be connected – then she is asked to help in Student Ministries!  What?  But she was great!  Now she is an all star leader!  Great teacher, quiet, discipler, and planning on serving the Lord with her whole life, maybe even in missions!
The Leg Bone’s Connected to the …  (5min)
· *Eph 4:11-16 – maturity of body, each part does its work, truth in love

· *Ministry is all about getting closer to Christ – building up the church (people) – not about TASKS.

· Ministry is about making a difference in people’s lives – that is what we are made for – so rewarding!

· Frank Riley – came to my YG when I was in 9th grade.  Took me under his wing when I was in 11th, trained me up, poured into me, changed my life.
Punch – (3min)

· To make a difference

· I was just looking at the CG facebook page and i saw the post about sending an email or text to encourage someone and i thought i would do just that. I would text you, but it's 2:45 am and i don't wanna risk it waking you up.  Anyways... i can't even imagine how tough things can get for you sometimes. i know you can get discouraged, too, and that you need prayer just as much as the people you pray for do. so i want you to know that i've been praying for you. i pray for God to encourage you whenever you begin to feel discouraged and for Him to constantly give you confidence in the amazing things He has planned for Covenant Grove. i pray that He will protect you and your family as you do great things for Him, and that He will give you strength when you need it. I appreciate you so much, as i'm sure many do.  i hope that this encouraged you.

Paul – Elder / deacon


Ministry

Life Groups






Icebreaker – Who is the person in your life, other than parents, who has had the greatest positive influence in your life – bringing you closer to Christ?
Questions and Study
1. Read Ephesians 4:11-16.  What do these verses tell us about ministry?
2. Why is serving in church important?
3. How can we make sure that as we serve, it is all about Jesus?  Why is this hard sometimes?
4. Tell about the difference that your ministry has made in your own life.

5. Where do you think God has called you to serve?  Why?

Sunday Worship
8:00
Setup
9:40
Prayer

9:45
Opening Loop, music, Greet people like Heroes!!!
10:00
Countdown

10:03
Worship – 
Greet the church

Today is the Day 

Mother's Day thoughts-John 19:26-27

Reign in Us

Dismiss kids

Selah of silence

You Never Let Go

Glow

----------

Kids sing on stage

10:30
Prayer


Greet each other

Kids through 5th grade dismissed

10:35
Life of the Church  (5min)
· CARD, check box, Life Groups, Invite someone!
· Green on the Stream
10:40
Sermon – Roots: Gifts
11:15
Offering/Cards
Offering/Closing Worship – Everyday
11:20
Benediction




























“To transform religious and irreligious people into Fully Devoted Followers of Christ.”


