[image: image1.jpg]! |
covenantgreve )i

CCCCCC

WWW.COoveNantgrove.org






Meeting: 3201 Sylvan Ave, Modesto, CA 95355

Mailing: 913 Floyd Ave, Modesto, CA 95350 
May 2, 2010

Roots: 7 Key Commitments
Offering
Trust God with all your life, including money, and use money to do great things for God.
Hook  (5min)
· A million dollars to spend – over the course of a year – how would you spend?

· Over the course of 10 years …  30 years…

· Almost all of us here are millionaires!

· $1M = 30K x 33 years; 50K x 20 years; 100K x 10 years
· MONEY – Bible speaks a lot on money – why?

· Money has the ability to dominate our lives, to trap us, to pull us away from God and the life He wants for us.

· Because we can do great things for others with money.

· God cares about our whole life!

· Disclaimer – we are not a church that is all about money

· We WILL talk about it – because it is an important part of life

· Because it is in the Bible

· Because it is an important way that we can life a life of FREEDOM in Christ.

· (And both of my dads are accountants – so I am not afraid!)

*Jesus on Money and Giving – Matt 6:19-24, 31-33  (12min)
· *How we spend money is a faith issue

· All gifts, power, abilities are from God (1 Chr 29:14) – how will we give back?  What will we do with this money?
· Story – 3 circles
· We are STEWARDS more than owners – not the American perspective  (pray before you decide)
· *Our hearts follow our treasure – v.21
· The priorities of a church – in the budget.  What does my family budget say?
· In JH – shoes that cost a lot of money – wanted them to stay perfect!  I never did that again!!!
· Eyes – vv.22-23 – where we look affects us.  Beware of “casual shopping”! (
· *Money can derail our devotion – v.24
· Money is dangerous, and powerful – it can move our hearts away from God, we can give it the devotion that belongs to God alone
· Gordon MacDonald: “The minute you have a dollar more than you need, you are moving into the danger zone.”  (from Generosity, Moving Towards Life that is Truly Life – great resource).
· *Be content – v.31
· It is hard to be content!  What do I NEED?
· One author (Sider) – make a family budget based on the poverty rate (family of 4, $22k)
· The pursuit of my life MUST be greater than possessions or money.

· “Money is a great servant but horrible master.” – About generosity, not just money – setting us free to make a difference.

· *Make a difference with money – v.33
· Ok to have house, retirement, etc.  YES – but FIRST the Kingdom.

· *Poverty and Justice – Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger, Ron Sider

· *Global distribution of income image

· Book gives some practical steps – not just about guilt (a little radical at times!)
· *Work becomes sacred – our work is for God, the fruit of our work can bless others
· Africa – bringing in chickens to service. I have worked all week, I present the fruit of my work to God – as part of worship.

· *Giving to Church – average giving in US is 2% of our income (to church or charities)

· How much does NT say to give?  NOT 10% - ha! 
· Tithe – Deut 14:22-29 – to support the Levites and priests; NT – not the tithe – more than that!  Acts 2:42, etc.

· Give cheerfully (2 Cor 9:7)

· Not about what God wants FROM us, but more about what God wants FOR us, in regards to money.

· *“Work all you can; save all you can; give all you can.”  John Wesley
Statistics  (http://library.generousgiving.org/page.asp?sec=4&page=161#301)  (3min)
· Americans ARE generous

· 2005 total charitable giving $260B (300 million in country)

· BUT only 5% of Americans tithe
· Only 1/3 of those who attend church financially support the church

· Forty percent of church members say they overspend monthly; also, 40% of church members pay more than $2,000 a year in interest, not including their mortgage.

· The two groups in the United States that give the highest percentages of their income are the poor (those making less than $20,000 per year) and the rich (those making more than $100,000 per year). Middle-class Americans (those making between $40,000 and $100,000 per year) are the smallest percentage givers.
*Moving Towards a Generous Life  (7+5min)
1. Give generously to God’s work

· Send the Bill – Fernandes story

· CS Lewis – how much to give?  More than we can spare – there should be things we should want to do but can’t.  Our lives should have less “amusement” than those outside the church with similar income.  We should feel the “pinch” to be generous.  (from Mere Christianity)

· Move towards tithing each year – and beyond tithing

2. Give God your first and best
· Cain and Abel
· Two Penny Story – God has a different measuring system than we do
3. Be content

· Pray before you buy

· Buy quality

· Focus your life on the non-tangibles – faith, family, friends, etc. – the poor in Mexico can be more rich than we are.
4. Model and Train Generosity
· Offering in Children’s Church

· Almost 40% of teens gave some of their own money to a church in 1999

· But only 30% twentysomethings gave to a church at in 2002 – model this to them in 20’s!

· Share the joy you get from being generous – not to brag or boast, and not specific numbers.  (Left hand / Right)  All our Bibles purchased with special gift!  All our work is done through offerings – rental, equipment, my salary, ways we help people.
· Generosity grows our trust in God, sets us free, and shows us we can do great things for God.

5. Have a Budget – David G  (5min)
*Call and Close  (3min)
· Let’s build this church together – all of us giving generously
· Put your heart in the offering – Rom 12:1-2 
· God wants more than your money – He is calling for your soul, mind, body, heart – ALL of you

· The money comes easy after that.
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Icebreaker – What did your parents teach you about money?
Questions and Study
1. Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-14.  What does Paul tell us about giving for God’s work?

2. Look at verse 8.  How can we make sure we don’t give and then expect God to “owe” us?
3. How much does this passage talk about needs?  Why is this important?
4. Why do we tend to live so much above our needs?

5. What could you do this week to take a step towards greater generosity?


Sunday Worship
8:00
Setup
9:40
Prayer

9:45
Opening Loop, music, Greet people like Heroes!!!
10:00
Countdown

10:03
Greeting to Church – Scott
Worship – 
10:30
Prayer


Greet each other

Kids through 5th grade dismissed

10:35
Life of the Church  (5min)
· CARD, check box, Life Groups
· Get the word out!  (handout cards)
· Serving Enochs – happening today!
· Life Group events coming up, Yosemite – check it out!

10:40
Sermon – Roots: Offering
11:15
Offering/Cards
Offering/Closing Worship – Mighty to Save

11:20
Benediction




























“To transform religious and irreligious people into Fully Devoted Followers of Christ.”


