[image: image1.jpg]! |
covenantgreve )i

CCCCCC

WWW.COoveNantgrove.org






Meeting: 3201 Sylvan Ave, Modesto, CA 95355

Mailing: 913 Floyd Ave, Modesto, CA 95350 
April 25, 2010

Roots: 7 Key Commitments
New Life
God moves from comfort to connect with us.  We need to follow Him and share with others!
Hook – (5min)
· CP Assessment; Don Davenport’s questions to us – how many led to Christ?  In Church because of you?

· Hannah – less of the first, me – less of the second.

· Why is this so hard for us?

· Uncomfortable – but we share about stocks, sports, sales, and stuff!

· Taboo topic in our culture

· Part because we misdefined Christianity – that evangelism is an “add on”

· And so we misunderstand the very nature of God.

*God’s Story  (20min)
· *Gen 1 – the first Invitation
· 1:1 – Why did God create?  Not lonely – the Trinity!

· 1:27-28 – God creates humans – and speaks to them – male and female in His image

· Not perfect – sinless – He invites them into a relationship with Him, but they fall (chs.2-3)

· God leaving His comfort, and the perfect love of the Trinity, to expand love to us!
· *Gen 12:1-3 – blessed to be a blessing
· Flood, Tower of Babel – instead of love and relationship with God increasing, evil is increasing

· LEAVE country (like God’s experience) – and be blessed.  All nations blessed through you.

· Exod 18:6 – a kingdom of priests – a nation that would bless the world and bring them to God – but they never did!  The doors closed off.

· *Jonah – learning God’s heart
· Israel is not even close to being godly priests – God is preparing to punish them for their sin; other nations are closer to God than Israel

· 1:1-3 – God still calls a prophet to see if the people will change – and to teach Jonah

· 3:6, 10; 4:1 – God has mercy, Jonah upset – Jonah doesn’t understand God

· *John 1:1, 14 – leaving to love us
· The Word decided to GO – and called to us, taught us, died for us, and rose again so we might have new life (cf. Php 2).  The Holy Spirit can live permanently in us!

· He left (in a sense) the Trinity – to invite us into that love.

· *Matt 28:19-20 – learning to love
· Jesus calls us to follow Him – follow God’s example and love and GO

· This is to change the world – but this is also to change US – we are not fully saved until we can love outside of our comfort zone
*The Commitment: New Life  (5min)
· *We need to make the commitment to GO, to share the good news – and see lives changed.

· The commitment is to grow the love – for the world (John 3:16)

· This series – Roots – it’s all about the roots!

· *Learn from God – doesn’t force, doesn’t quit

· Story: Nicole Gremling – invited Reba, who invited 2 friends and her whole family.  To Nicole – is it crazy to think that all these people are now walking with God because of that first invitation?  Yeah, but it is not like I am “proud” of that, just so happy – because I love all of them so much.
Getting Practical  (10min)
· Take a minute and write down 3-5 people you could share Jesus with.

· Don’t force, don’t quit, GO outside your comfort zone, LOVE
· Share the good news!

· *2 Cor 5:17-18 – new life, we can connect with God – what we are made for, now we GO!

· *Show Jesus/boat picture

· Love this pic – Jesus not steering, but guiding – I still take responsibility, but His wisdom guides me

· Good news – Jesus is on the boat!

· IS JESUS ON YOUR BOAT?  If not, it is going to be hard to share!  (Can’t just be following other boats, either!)
· IF SO - 

Marriage – thought we would be split, now closest we have ever been

Those needing meals – being served

Students coming to faith – and finding new friends

Children coming home singing songs from service.

More content with what we have – focusing more on Jesus and less on stuff

Those struggling with depression, cutting and suicide – talking to someone, feeling God’s love, taking little steps, letting hope rise
· THIS IS GOOD NEWS!  Not just the “spiritual” stuff, the Sunday morning stuff – Jesus changes everything!

· Is there good news in your life because of Jesus?

· Will you share that with others – so they might have that good news with Jesus, too?

· *IRS: Invitation, Reason, Story  

· (invitation = hospitality; all 3 need invitation to God!)

· 1 Peter 3:15-16

· One of these will be stronger for you, but we need all 3
· Letters from a Skeptic

· Know your story – your good news
· *PCS: Prayer, Care, Share 

· Col 4:4-6

· These 3 need to be a part of each of the IRS steps – care for people even as we reason with them.
· Go back over your list – can you do the IRS-PCS things with them, one little step for you?

· Will you make this a commitment, to grow this love?
Building the Church

When are we going to build?  (
The wave – then the build

First – build a new church = a new church plant

Life Groups






Icebreaker – What is something really nice someone has done for you recently?
Questions and Study
1. Do you have any thoughts about evangelism?
2. Read 2 Cor 5:11-6:2.
3. Why does Paul use the image of “ambassador” to describe Christians?
4. What in these verses encourages you in your evangelism?

5. What holds you back sometimes from sharing your faith?

6. How can you grow more in loving those who don’t walk with Christ?


Sunday Worship
8:00
Setup
9:40
Prayer

9:45
Opening Loop, music, Greet people like Heroes!!!
10:00
Countdown

10:03
Greeting to Church – Scott
Worship – 
Everyday

You Are Holy
      
      Psalm 23:1-3
You Never Let Go
You'll Come  (I Love You Lord as backup)

Selah moment

10:30
Prayer


Greet each other

Kids through 5th grade dismissed

10:35
Life of the Church  (5min)
· CARD, check box, Life Groups
· Get the word out!
· Update on Pray Modesto – WOW!

· PSWC Celebration Highlights.
· May 2 – serving Enochs – all filled up – Special VBS – Hannah up.
· Other events online, Life Group events coming up, Yosemite – check it out!

10:40
Sermon – Roots: New Life
11:15
Offering/Cards
Offering/Closing Worship – Mighty to Save

11:20
Benediction




























“To transform religious and irreligious people into Fully Devoted Followers of Christ.”


