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How to Spark Every Relationship in Your Life
Accept Jesus’ love and live His serving, forgiving, and sacrificial love in every relationship in your life.
Hook – Update on last week’s sermon – Janie and “plank in your eye”  (5min)
· Be ready for God to make these sermons come to life!

· End of Series – Real Jesus – I hope you have come to know more about the real Jesus – read, study, know, follow, love.

*The Triumphal Entry – John 12:12-22  (7min)
· A ton of expectation (like before the band comes on stage at a concert!)

· Palm branches – used for many people during Passover – but there was a lot of expectation in the air about Jesus – His teaching, His miracles, and His identity

· *They say it – He is King of Israel (words of rebellion vs. Caesar)

· But Jesus doesn’t ride a stallion, but a donkey – fulfilling Zech 9 – a different expectation – a different war, a different victory – the Greeks would come in, too.

· *Jesus lives a powerful love – willing to sacrifice Himself for those who don’t understand Him, who pressure Him with misunderstood expectations, many of whom will later turn on Him.
*The Last Supper – John 13:1-15  (7min)
· *Love to the very “end” “goal” – serving!

· Not me serving you (equals) – JESUS serving fishermen, tax collector, and rabbinic rejects!

· They understand the scandal – they are uncomfortable – Peter says “no!”

· Do we expect God to serve us? – a huge misunderstanding

· *The love of Jesus – serves.  Gives above and beyond what is expected.  There is no pride.  Sets an example to be followed.
· *The gospel has never been dependent on great preachers – but on great lives and unknown names that would die with people in an ancient plague or in a modern crisis.    Bob Roberts Jr., The Multiplying Church, p.34
*The Death of the King – John 19:18-30  (7min)
· *Crucifixion – incredibly painful, used on non-citizens, a way of humiliating, making a point – insurrection.

· Sign – Pilate provoking, multiple languages.
· Died with nothing, caring for family

· Didn’t give the responsibility to His brothers – but to John

· *Mission fulfilled – it is finished – about connecting us to God

· Love strong enough to endure pain

· Love enough to sacrifice

*How to Spark Every Relationship in Your Life (10min)
· Premarital counseling piece

· Dear Tech Support:  Last year I upgraded from Boyfriend 5.0 to Husband 1.0 and noticed a slow down in the overall performance, particularly in the flower and jewlry applications that had operated flawlessly under Boyfriend 5.0.  In addition, Husband 1.0 un-installed many other valuable programs, such as Romance 9.5 and Personal Attention 6.5, but installed undesirable programs such as NFL 5.0 and NHL 3.0.  And now Conversation 8.0 no longer runs and House Cleaning 2.6 simply will not load.  I’ve tried running Nagging 5.3 to fix these problems, but it causes the system to crash.  What can I do?  Signed, Desperate.

· Dear Desperate: first, keep in mind: Boyfriend 5.0 is an entertainment package, while Husband 1.0 is an operating system.  Try entering the command C:\I THOUGHT YOU LOVED ME and download Tears 6.2 and install Guilt 3.0.  If all words as designed, Husband 1.0 should then automatically run the applications Jewelry 2.0 and Flowers 3.5.  But remember, overuse can cause Husband 1.0 to default to Grumpy Silence 2.5, Happy Hour 7.0 or Beer 6.1.  Beer 6.1 is a very bad program that will create SnoringLoudly.mp3 files.  Whatever you do, DO NOT install Mother-in-Law 1.0 or reinstall another Boyfriend program.  These are not supported applications and will crash Husband 1.0.  In summary Husband 1.0 is a great program, but it does have a limited memory and cannot learn new applications quicly.  You might consider additional software to improve memory and performance.  I personally recommend Hot Food 3.0 and Sweet Talk 6.7.  Good luck, Tech Support.  

· Is this the best it gets?

· *Opening of Dobson’s book – givers and takers.  Jesus was a giver.  
· 3 Key traits: serves, forgives, sacrifices – used in marriage ceremony (but not just for marriage, for every relationship).
· Learn from His love; live His love – will add an incredible spark to every relationship.
· John 13:34 – Love one another as I have loved you.

· Back through the stories
· *Love those who pressure you, misunderstand you, and who may even turn on you.  Don’t just put up with your “button pushers” – love them.  Forgive completely.  
· *Serve those who are close to you – beyond what is expected.  See what happens!  
· Be on your guard for takers, though.

· *Sacrifice for those you love – endure pain with grace.

· We will die for those we love – will we live with their pain, the pain they cause us?

· Pain will happen in relationships – deal with it in love – don’t ignore it, don’t run away from it, don’t blow it up and make it worse – FACE IT with sacrificial love.
· A church that gives sacrificially, a church that has joy because we live giving relationships – not about giving endlessly to needy people, but about showing needy, clingy, unhealthy people how to become givers
· Everyone says forgiveness is a lovely idea, until they have something to forgive.   CS Lewis, Mere Christianity, p.104
· This message is about YOU – accepting God’s love and living it out.

· Not about others adding a spark to your relationships – but YOU adding the spark because of the love God has overflowed into your heart.

· Do you feel that love – is it overflowing?
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Icebreaker – What is your favorite restaurant?
Read John 13:1-15
1. Why do you think Jesus did this for His disciples?
2. Do you think Christians should still be washing each other’s feet?

3. What are practical ways God wants us to be serving each other?

4. How can we make sure we aren’t being walked on?

5. Who is one specific person you could serve this week?


Sunday Worship
8:00
Setup
9:40
Prayer

9:45
Opening Loop, music, Greet people like Heroes!!!
10:00
Countdown

10:03
Greeting to Church – Scott (& intro to Jean)

Worship – 
The Time Has Come

Worship teaching vignette – 1 John 4:9-12
· 9-10 - Love from God – worship about love, emotion and mind, commitment

· 11-12 – worship about a changed life, God becomes real through lived love – worship is about God living in our family of faith
Til I See You

You Are Holy

You'll Come

10:30
Prayer

Kids dismissed for Children’s Church

Greet one another before you are seated!
10:33
Life of the Church  (5min)
· CARD 

· EASTER 

· Apr 4 – Our first Easter!  Kids singing, Egg hunt
· Apr 1 – with MCC, intentional plant!  Mother church, 7:00pm

· April 23 – PSWC in Santa Cruz – 7:30pm service – plan on coming!

· More info in bulletin and website

· Life Groups, Ministry Teams, devotions – jump on in with us! 
· Write down interest on the back of your Welcome Card – we’ll help plug you in!

10:38
Sermon – How to Spark Every Relationship in Your Life
11:15
Offering/Cards
Offering/Closing Worship – Hosanna

11:20
Benediction




























“To transform religious and irreligious people into Fully Devoted Followers of Christ.”


